Brief comment text:

It would appear in reading the proceedings that there is a confounding of two different issues:

1) eliminating the baud rate limitations with perhaps instating a bandwidth limitation

and

2) the use of specific digital modes in the Amateur bands

As to item 1 FCC 16-96 would seem to suggest that the baud rate limitation is no longer appropriate and I would agree,  There seems little controversy on this point.  My sense is that a bandwidth limitation in the HF region is appropriate, but would perhaps suggest 3000 Hz for technical reasons, but it is discussable issue and not essential to the original request.

The confounding argument of prescribing digital modes does not seem to be raised by the original request nor the FCC response and I suggest clouds the ability to appropriately respond to the original request.

If prescriptions on digital modes is to be entered into the discussion it should be a separate request for rule making.

Since digital modes are rapidly evolving and are supported by many different organizations, it should seem such a request would need to explain how prescription of modes would be consistent with the experimental nature of amateur radio,

In the interim, relaxation of the baud rate requirement is generally agreed to, is technically appropriate, and would provide further flexibility in amateur experimentations.

I urge the FCC to eliminate the baud rate restrictions as rapidly as appropriate.

I urge those arguing for prescriptions on digital modes to enter a separate regulatory request and not confound the two issues.
